Minutes of Energy Committee meeting - January 30, 2025

Present: Jim, Carol, Tim, Chip, Letitia, Jonathan, Carl, and Scott Murphy
Call to order at 4:06 PM
Jon moved to accept the minutes of Jan 9, 2025; Letitia seconded; All approved.

Important Event on Monday, Feb 10th from 4:30 to 5:30 PM.
Peter Sterling from Renewable Energy Vermont (REV) will present on the proposed rule
changes for solar net metering that the Public Service Board wants to enact. The changes would
reduce the rate which Green Mountain Power pays to customers with solar panels.
This is a Zoom meeting, hosted by Callie Fishburn of the Bennington County Regional
Commission (BCRC).
Join here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/874510635437pwd=11QJfBzqNQI72dYqr059mgcpT5d3qo.1

Scott said a bid was accepted to insulate the roof of the Kilburn Room at Town Hall. Gordon Black has
information about other bids to insulate the roof for the remainder of the building, and for ADA
upgrades.

Callie Fishburn agreed to revise the Energy Plan with the revisions our Energy Committee submitted.
Wilbur Rice and David Michelson (Planning Comm.) reviewed and okayed the proposed changes.

Jim and Carl are going to BBA on Tuesday, Feb 11 to teach members of the Environment Club how to
measure windows for Window Dressers’ storm window inserts. There may be ~100 inserts needed for
various buildings on the BBA campus. A date to build the inserts has not been set, but may take place
in May.

Debbie New and her engineer, Jared Rodriguez, will be in Manchester for an in-person meeting about
Thermal Energy Networks (TENs), on Wed., April 9th at the Library, from 2:00 - 4:00 PM.
Debbie would like to discuss the logistics for a potential TEN connecting the Town Hall with Riley
Rink. She will explain to Selectboard members, and the public, how the town could benefit from a
TEN.

The EC would like to add language to the Town’s Procurement Policy that prioiritizes purchases that
are environmentally friendly while saving money in the long run. Chip, Tim and Carl will meet to draft
language.

Norwich Solar wants to install four level 3 EV chargers on town land, for free. They are talking with
GMP about the property off Depot St, that is for sale. The chargers must be on town-owned land.

Everyone endorsed showing the PP on biomass to the Selectboard next week. (Feb 4.) The EC is
unanimous in their desire to remove language from the revised Energy Plan that encourages the use of
wood pellet stoves and boilers.

The EC will try to put together s handout for folks who attend Town Meeting on March 1st. Topics
could include TENs and the April 9th presentation, as well as information on Efficiency VT rebates.



Jim shared an idea for “Energy Navigators” who could work one-on-one with residents to help them
access money for weatherization, home repairs, rebates, etc. NeighborWorks of Western VT and/or
BROC may have staff to do this.

The EC could present movies and/or workshops at the Library. Jon suggested “Energy: History and
Future”. Members are encouraged to come up with more ideas.

The EC would like to look closely at our current mission statement to see if we want to update it.
Anyone interested in doing this should contact Carl.

The next meeting was scheduled for Feb. 27th at 4:00 PM at Town Hall.
Tim moved to adjourn; Chip seconded; All approved.

The meeting adjourned at 5:07 PM.



