
Town of Manchester 
Board of Abatement Meeting 

Wednesday, January 8, 2025 - 5:30 PM 
Equinox Room at Town Hall and via zoom 

 

Board Members Present: Cynthia Kilburn, Alison Hill, Chic Murphy, Richard Long, Frank Kropa, Wayne 

Bell, Martha Heilemann (via zoom), Becky Nawrath (via zoom), Anita L. Sheldon, Gordon Black, Jonathan 

West, Barbara Powers (arrived at 5:34pm) 

Board Members Absent: Ruth Hoffman, Kelsey Towslee, Ivan Beattie, Greg Cutler, Jan Nolan, Heidi 

Chamberlain, Brian Vogel 

General Public Attendees: Jim McVie, Trustee of the Estate of Sally C. McVie Trust 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Cynthia Kilburn at 5:30pm. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
R. Long moved to approve the meeting minutes of May 1, 2024 as presented, seconded by F. Kropa. 
Motion carried 10-0 with 2 abstentions (C. Kilburn & A. Hill). 
 
Abatement Hearing – Jim McVie, Trustee of the Estate of Sally C. McVie – 434 Longview Drive 
C. Kilburn asked board members to disclose any ex-parte communication or conflicts of interest. Hearing 
none, Assessor G. Black offered to provide an overview of the case with Jim McVie’s permission. It was 
noted that Mr. McVie’s sister used to be the trustee of the Estate of Sally C. McVie, and had since passed 
away. Jim McVie provided a change of address form to Town Hall in 2022, and various departments had 
updated the mailing address to reflect the correct mailing address. Due to a possible conversion error in 
Assessing software, the change of address did not transfer into the assessing database. G. Black 
acknowledged the penalty was from 2 years ago and spoke Mr. McVie back in March of 2024. In April 
2024 G. Black spoke to Village staff sharing that he expected the penalty to be abated, although he was 
unsure what happened in between April 2024 and January 2025. G.  Black believes it was a clerical error 
during the assessing conversion, and as such it appears to be a manifest error. Jim McVie confirmed G. 
Black’s information, and requested the penalty amount of $1572.80 to be abated due to a manifest 
error. A. Sheldon shared Jim McVie would receive an email and subsequently a letter via USPS regarding 
the board’s decision. 
 
Deliberative Session – Decision 
A. Sheldon moved to go into deliberative session at 5:38pm, seconded by Richard Long. The board came 
out of deliberative session at 5:44pm. B. Powers moved to abate penalties in the amount of $1572.80, 
seconded by F. Kropa all in favor. Motion approved 12-0-0.  
 
Next Board of Abatement Meeting – May 2025 
Board members will receive notification from the clerk by mid-April 2025 if the boards will need to meet 
in May of 2025. Chair C. Kilburn thanked Wayne Bell for his 40 years of service on the Board of 
Abatement and acknowledged this would be his last meeting as a Board of Abatement member.   
 
 



Other Business 
R. Long acknowledged he will be unavailable for the Town Floor Meeting to be held on Saturday, March 
1, 2025, but will be available at the polls on Tuesday, March 4, 2025. A. Sheldon asked the board’s 
permission to provide all documents electronically and refrain from printing copies of documents for 
future meetings. With no opposition, all documents will be provided to board members electronically. 
 
Adjournment 
R. Long moved to adjourn at 5:48pm, seconded by F. Kropa. All in favor, 12-0-0. The meeting stood 
adjourned at 5:48pm. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Anita L. Sheldon, MMC/CVC 
Manchester Town Clerk 
Board of Abatement Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


