Minutes from Energy Committee meeting - June 18, 2025

Present: Jim, Carol, Letitia, Jonathan, Carl, with Scott Murphy

Absent: Tim and Chip

Call to order: 4:00pm.

Carol moved to approve the minutes from May 8, 2025; Letitia seconded; All approved.

Scott reported that he is confident that the insulation work on the Kilburn Room will be reimbursed.
Also, the Selectboard accepted GSK’s bid to install air source heat pumps at both Town Hall (TH) and
the Public Safety Facility (PSF). Next will be sealing the large bay doors at the PSF.

Jim reminded Scott (et. al.) that heat pumps work best in well insulated and air tight buildings.

We urged Scott to work next on: 1. getting all doors at TH sealed, and 2. adding insulation to the wall-
roof connection that the MERP audit identified as very leaky.

There are two insulation contractors that seem interested in working at the TH: 1. Eric Solsaa and

2. John at Vermont Comfort.

We reviewed feedback from the exhibitors and vendors at the Energy Fair. Everyone was positive and
were glad they participated. Almost every one met or exceeded their expectations.

From feedback and our own experience, we chose to move the next Energy Fair the library next year.
The Kilburn Room is loud and acoustically uncomfortable with a lot of people in it.

We have a date of May 16, 2026 at the MCL. We have the large room from 9:00am to 3:00pm.

We will need more signs next year to direct folks to the library.

Jonathan shared a link to what Vienna is doing with public housing; they are mandating solar on roofs,
heavy insulation, roof gardens if possible, etc. It made us realize the Selectboard could do more in

terms of setting some guidelines for how the airport property should be developed, rather than leaving
the RFPs open ended. E.g., The SB could insist on a Thermal Energy Network, solar, heat pumps, etc.

We will contact Jonathan West and ask him to meet with a few of us to see how the Housing Task Force
might help to implement these ideas.

At the next SB meeting, we will urge the addition of one sentence to the opening paragraph of the
Purchasing Policy that asks for all town purchased to include electric options.
Send Carl examples of how electric options are cheaper, easier to use and maintain, quieter, etc.

At yesterday’s TEN working group meeting, Debbie New suggested we “keep the buzz going” by
handing out postcards about TENs. We could distribute them at Streetfests and Farmer’s Markets.

We brainstormed about how to get the word out about BROC being able to weatherize homes now in
Bennington County. Letitia and Carol will lead this campaign. Suggestions: hand out info at DCF,
Food Pantries, radio ads.

The next Electric Drive-in will be in mid-Sept; Carl asked Brian Van Horn to reserve a Saturday.

The next EC meeting was set for Thurs., July 10, at 4:00pm at Town Hall.
At 5:04 Letitia moved to adjourn; Carol seconded; All approved.



