AMENDMENT TO CODE OF ORDINANCE
CHAPTER 7
ACCEPTANCE OF HIGHWAYS

The entire Chapter 7, Acceptance of Highways, is changed as per attachment amendment.

7-1 Policy

7-2  Applications

7-3 Criteria

7-4 Compliance with Other Regulations

7-1 Policy

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Manchester
to entertain applications for the acceptance of public highways and roadways and to adopt and
adhere to an orderly procedure for the receipt of and acting upon such applications. The decision
on an application for acceptance of a highway is reserved to the sole and absolute discretion of the
Board of Selectmen, there being considerations to be made in determining whether the grant or
denial of an application for the acceptance of a highway is in the best interest of and will best serve
the public welfare, the safety and the convenience of the inhabitants of the Town.
7-2 Applications

An application for the acceptance of the highway shall be accompanied by a survey in form
acceptable to the Town Manager for accuracy, thoroughness and legibility and a proposed
warranty deed of the land to be conveyed for highway purposes, said warranty deed to be in form
acceptable to the Town Manager and the Town Attorney.
7-3 Criteria

The following minimum requirements are criteria for the proposed acceptance of a

highway:

a) Width of right-of-way. 50 ft.

b) Width of roadway. 20 feet traveled way with two foot shoulders either side

¢) Location of traveled way. To be located where necessary to retain less than 9% grade.

d) Sub-base conditions. Roadway sub-base will be excavated to firm soil. All muck,
humus, or other unstable materials will be excavated and wasted.

e) Base conditions. At least 15" of accepted and approved gravel base will be placed the
entire width of roadway and shoulders.

f) Roads will be graveled with 6" of approved surface gravel.

g) Drainage. Drainage must be placed so that there will be no ponding of water within the
highway right-of-way. Minimum culvert size will be 18" diameter. Larger may be
required in some cases.

h) Grades. All final grades must be approved. (It is suggested that the center line
elevations be plotted and presented at time of application for acceptance.) Any road

which the Town may accept into the Town Highway system must meet the Selectmen’s
approval for grade and design.

i) Approaches. All approaches to State Highways must be approved by the District
Highway Engineer. Approaches to State Aid and Town Highways must be approved by
the Selectmen, or their agent, the Town Manager.

j) The roadway is to be paved within a year after construction with hot bituminous
concrete mix meeting all of Vermont State Highway specifications for hot asphalt
bituminous concrete mix. The bituminous concrete is to be laid and rolled by
experienced crews, in two layers. The first, the binder course, to a depth compacted to 1
1/2". The second application compacted to a depth of 1 1/2" of hot bituminous concrete,
surface mix. All work done in a professional manner. This must be approved by the
Town Manager and Board of Selectmen.

k) Trees and Foliage. All trees and shrubs will be removed for a distance of 15 feet from
the center line of the roadway. (In some circumstances, these requirements may be
waived.)
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1) Sewer and Water Service. In areas adjacent to sewer service, sewer mains will be
installed. Sewer service mains will be installed under the supervision of the Sewer
Department personnel and will meet all specifications of the Department concerned. All
to be applied prior to base gravel application including laterals to property lines.

m) Drainage must be approved where located within the jurisdiction of the District

Highway Engineer by their Department.
n) Guard rails are to be placed wherever the safety of the users of the highway is
concerned. This will be at the discretion of the Selectmen.
0) These specifications subject to change without further notice.
7-4 Compliance with other regulations

The Selectmen require that an applicant secure all other necessary governmental permits
for a land subdivision or for a road construction as a condition precedent to the acceptance of a
highway hereunder.
7-5 Paving

The Selectmen have determined that it is not always, and, in all cases, beneficial to the
Town to require hot bituminous concrete mix pavement of all roads which are proposed for
acceptance by the Town. That categorical requirement creates undesirable expense for the Town
and establishes a policy which does not best serve the orderly growth and development of roads
and properties in the Town.

The provisions of 7-3 (j) shall be always subject to the rulings and determination of the

Board of Selectmen as to whether hot bituminous concrete mix pavement will be required as a
condition for road acceptance. The following criteria shall be considered by the Selectmen in
determining what method of road finishing and surfacing will be required as a condition of road
acceptance:

a) Type of project use of the proposed road. Arterial and collector roads are defined as
road which will be normally and customarily used as a course of travel to destinations
other than the properties fronting upon said roads. An arterial or collector type of
proposed use will normally require pavement. A non-arterial or non-collector type of
proposed use such as a dead end road which will be normally and customarily used
only for ingress and egress to the properties fronting on or connected to said road will
not normally require pavement.

b) Density of properties served by proposed road. Where there is less than 1 unit per 2
acres fronting on or connected to a proposed road the Selectmen may waive the
required pavement in Section 7-3. (j)

¢) Rural or non-rural characteristics of neighborhood in which proposed road is located.
The Board of Selectmen will be guided by prevailing characteristics of the surrounding

area as well as the proposed development in deciding whether to require pavement of a
proposed road.

d) Terrain, course, hazards, and suitability of proposed road. Safety to the traveling public
and inhabitants along the road shall be considerations in deciding whether to require

pavement and the extent and form of pavement to be required.

e) Future foreseeable connections or intensifications of a proposed road shall be considered
in determining whether and when to require pavement and what form or location of
pavement or finishing to require.

f) Vermont Department of Highways standards A76 and B71 are hereby adopted by the
Selectmen and enforced as supplemental criteria under this ordinance.

7-6 Gravel Base and Top Course Standards

a) Description. This item shall consist of a base course composed of bank run gravel and
filler as approved by the Engineer and constructed on a prepared subgrade in
accordance with the sections as shown on the accepted drawings.

All materials shall be secured from approved sources. Such gravel shall consist of hard,
durable stones, which show uniform resistance to abrasion and which are intermixed with

-20-



sand or other approved binding material as directed by the Engineer. The gravel shall be
uniformly graded from course to fine and shall meet the grading requirements set forth in
this table:

S Sieve Desi : a
6" 100
No 4 40-(Min)
No 100 0-15
No 270 0-3

All bottom course material shall be deposited and spread so as to distribute the material in
uniform layers, compacted at optimum water content.

b) Preparation of Subgrade. All boulders, organic material, soft, clay, spongy material and
any other objectionable and unsuitable material shall be removed and replaced with
approved material as directed by the Engineer. Approval of the Engineer shall be necessary
prior to placing of gravel course.

¢) Top Course. This item shall consist of an upper course of crushed run gravel to be placed
over the bottom course of bank run gravel which will have been prepared in accordance with
these specifications. This upper course shall conform to the following specifications and be
placed in accordance with the lines, grades, and typical cross-sections as shown in the
accepted drawings.

d) Materials. Top Course. All materials shall be secured from approval sources. This gravel
shall consist of angular and round fragments of hard durable rock of uniform quality
throughout, reasonably free from thin elongated pieces, soft or disintegrated stone, dirt, or
other objectionable matter. The grading requirements shall conform to the following table:

Square Sieve Designation % Passing by Weight
1-3/4" 100
1-1/2" 95-100
No 4 25-50
No 100 0-15
No 270 0-6

This upper course of crushed run gravel shall be deposited and spread in a uniform layer
and compacted at optimum water content. '

e) Bitunimous Concrete Pavement. This type of pavement shall be composed of mineral
aggregate, mineral filler if required, and bituminous material, plant mixed and laid hot. This
pavement shall be constructed in two (2) courses of the prepared or existing base in
accordance with these specifications and in conformity with the lines, grades, thickness, and
typical cross-sections shown on the accepted drawings.

The coarse aggregate shall consist of clean, hard crushed rock or screened crushed gravel
free from dirt or foreign matter. It shall be reasonably free from soft and elongated pieces.
The fine material aggregate shall consist of sand or a mixture of sand and stone screenings of
which at least fifty percent (50%) by weight shall be sand. The sand shall consist of clean,
hard, durable grains, free from injurious amounts of vegetable matter or other harmful
substances.

The asphalt cement shall conform to all the requirements as set forth by the State of Vermont
Department of Highways Specifications for Highway construction.

f) Construction Method. Equipment for spreading and finishing the mixture shall be a
mechanical spreading and finishing machine provided with an activated screed and heating
as required. The machine shall be capable of spreading the mixture without segregation and

shall be approved by the Engineer before being used.

7-7 Bridges and Other Highway Appurtenances

Unless specifically covered in this Ordinance, any such appurtenance shall conform to the

most recently adopted State of Vermont Standard Specification for Highway and Bridge
Construction.
7-8 Cul-de-Sacs and Turn Arounds

Accepted as specifically authorized by the Board of Selectmen, all dead ends or Cul-de-sacs

shall be prohibited.
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7-9 Inspections

The owner or developer of a roadway proposing to have the road accepted by the Town shall
notify the Town Manager’s Office of the proposed construction schedule of that road, prior to
commencing construction.

Inspections by the Town, through its Manager, Engineer, or other authorized person shall be
made prior to base course application, after base course application, and after final course
application. Also, an inspection is required before any paved surface treatment.

The Town may cause to have the roadway inspected by a registered professional engineer or
other such qualified individual. All costs associated with this inspection shall be born by the
developer.

7-10 Bond Required

Prior to commencement of construction on any existing or proposed public roadway within
the Town of Manchester, the developer shall post a bond or other such survey with the Town of
Manchester for the full amount of the cost of a proposed roadway and public improvements to be
constructed as part of the proposed development. Bonding may be required to secure road
improvements which are required to be performed at future times or upon future contingencies.
Permits may be withheld pending tender of proper performance bonds, or highway acceptance.

Amended by the Board of Selectmen
February 7, 1983
Effective: April 8, 1983
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